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MARKôS MINUTE 
 

By Mark Frenier  
 

Small Groups -                           

The New Front Door 

 

Below is an article by Boyd Pel-

ley that hits two birds with one 

stone, which is what I believe 

Christ intended.  The two birds are 

witnessing and small groups.  See 

what you think, and then see what 

you can do about it. 

ñIt was a defining moment in 

Jesus' relationship with his disci-

ples. John 13 says that Passover 

evening started with an amazing 

hands-on illustration of fully ex-

tended love. This was followed by 

a lively discussion on betrayal. Out 

of the tension of these discussions, 

Jesus shared a vision of a reality 

not yet seenða reality where 

Christians loved each other like He 

loved them and where those far 

from Christ were drawn closer to 

Christ because of the love they saw 

in His followers (v. 34,35). I think 

Jesus might have been looking 

down through history to see small 

groups of believers whose relation-

ships were so real and so conta-

gious that people were relationally 

drawn to join them, to find Christ, 

and to enter the front door of His 

church. 

ñIn his book, Mark of a Chris-

tian, Francis Schaeffer, comment-

fan this flame within your church 

and small group.  First of all, get 

over what I will call separation 

anxiety. Most of us were taught that 

Christians and non-Christians are 

two different kinds of people and 

profoundly separated from each 

other. We feel like every now and 

then we need to raid the other side 

of the chasm to try to drag people 

across to our side, and we call this 

evangelism. If you go on enough of 

these raids across the bridge, over 

time, they create anxiety. Some-

thing just does not feel right about 

this and, being socially aware and 

able to read non-verbals, we lose 

our zeal for such ówarfare.ô I cannot 

tell you how freeing it was for me 

when I realized that the separation 

is not between me and my friends 

who do not know Christ. In fact, I 

have more in common with some of 

them than I do other believers. The 

separation is between my friends 

and Christ. When I release this 

separation anxiety and embrace my 

friends where they are, I have found 

that it is no big deal, really, to let 

them into every part of my world,  

especially my small group. This is 

simply called being a friend. 

ñSecondly, share the leadership 

role in your small group. Small 

groups are meant to be the place 

where community is built. They are 

not supposed to be a classroom. I 

was amazed in our groups when I 

(Continued on page 2) 

ing on John 13:34-35, states óWe 

cannot expect the world to believe 

that the Father sent the Son, that Je-

sus' claims are true, and that Christi-

anity is true, unless the world sees 

some reality of the oneness of true 

Christians.ô (www.ccel.us/

schaeffer.html) This quote has been 

lodged in the back of my mind for 

more than a decade. I have both 

sensed and seen its truth. It was 

natural for me to invite my uncon-

vinced friend who coaches my 

daughter's soccer team to join a 

men's group I started last fall. I can-

not tell you how cool it was to watch 

him pray with the girls for the first 

time a couple of weeks ago before a 

game. I remember another friend 

coming to Christ a few years back 

through the influence of the small 

group that I led at that time. I think 

this is happening under the radar all 

over the place in our small groups. 

We did a survey recently, and half of 

our small group leaders said that at 

least two or more people had at-

tended their group before attending a 

weekend service. I may be slow, but 

I think God might just be up to 

something.  

ñHere are a few ideas on how to 
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WEEKLY AVERAGES  

FOR FEBRUARY 

(through 2/25) 
 

  Sunday worship                  155 

  FISH  small groups               77 

  General Fund income     $ 3451 

  Missions income              $ 383 

GOD'S PURPOSE: 

"Your Will Be Done" 
 

As we continue our study, ñJesus' 

Blueprint For Prayerò by Haddon 

Robinson, we reflect upon "Your 

Will Be Done."  

"We are to pray for the person of 

God, that His Name will be hallowed 

for the program of God, that His 

kingdom will come, and for the pur-

pose of God, that His will will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. 

"Praying for His will to be done 

provides a foundation for our 

prayers. We are basically asking that 

God's will be done in our lives and in 

the world. We often get it upside 

down, though, and pray as if we ex-

pect God to change the way He is 

running the universe because we 

have given Him our petitions. At our 

worst, we treat God like a genie in a 

lamp. When we rub it and make a 

wish, we expect God to change the 

universe to give us what we want. 

"We must recognize the impor-

tance of conforming our will to His 

will. We shouldn't pray for some-

thing and then at the end say, óif it be 

your will,ô if we don't really mean it. 

These words aren't something to tack 

on to the end of a prayer as a loop-

hole, as an out, so that if God doesn't 

give us what we want we won't be 

embarrassed. Prayer is not getting 

God to do my will;  it is asking that 

PRAYER MINISTRY  

By Lydia Duncan 

God's will be done in my life, my 

family, my business, and in my rela-

tionships, as it is done in heaven. 

"For us to live according to God's 

will on earth as it is done in heaven 

is to do so in enemy territory. For us 

to do God's will on earth as it is done 

in heaven, we must go against the 

current. When we pray, óYour will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven,ô 

we are praying for our friends, our 

families, our society, and ourselves. 

"It is possible to pray for God's 

will while resenting that God is God. 

Many people despise God because 

He has not made them master of 

their fate, captain of their soul, or 

rulers of their own destiny. But those 

of us who know God as Father and 

have a relationship with Him, who 

know that the heart of the Almighty 

is not only righteous and holy but 

also gracious and kind, can know 

that all things work together for good 

to those who love God. 

"And so we can pray that His 

Name will be hallowed, that He will 

be God to us, that  His  kingdom will 

be established on earth, that every 

knee will bow and every tongue con-

fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and 

that His will will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.ò 

We will continue this study in 

Mayôs newsletter with "God's Provi-

sion: Give Us Our Daily Bread". 

Our 24 hour prayer vigil for the 

month of March will be held from 

Friday, March 26th, 11:00 a.m.-

11:00 p.m. through Saturday, March 

27th, 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. There will 

be sign-up sheets at Guest Services. 

We thank all of you who were able 

to commit to our February prayer 

vigil. We know God is doing 

great and mighty works because of 

your passion for prayer! 

began challenging them to share the 

leadership, especially facilitating the 

discussion. Last week, the newest 

believer in our couples' small group, 

who came to Christ in January, led 

our discussion. Was it led like a pro? 

No, but it was genuine community, 

and there were a few of us in the 

group who inserted an occasional 

question or helped the discussion 

along. This makes the group a safe 

place for authentic living and discus-

sion. It also demonstrates the love 

and unity Jesus saw millennia ago.   

ñThirdly, serve together. Jesus 

demonstrated love by washing the 

disciple's feet. Your group might be 

able to find a ministry in your church 

to affirm or appreciate. Our small 

group recently grilled burgers for our 

Celebrate Recovery group as a way 

of loving and serving them. Get in-

volved with a local mission, paint a 

school classroom together, or adopt a 

fire station. Our small groups have 

done all of these. Serving may be the 

most profound expression of love 

and unity, and it really grabs the at-

tention of those who do not yet know 

Christ personally. 

ñFinally, pray. When you spend 

time with God in prayer, He will re-

veal his heart to you. Then, respond 

to his prompting by asking a ques-

tion, making a phone call, or wel-

coming an unconvinced friend into 

the Christian relational world of your 

small group. If your group is healthy, 

you will be amazed at how God uses 

your group to convince your friends 

that Jesus is real and that your 

church is the place to get to know 

Him better.ò 

 

You think about that. 

 

Serving with you, 

Mark 

MARKôS MINUTE 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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HAITI MISSION TRIP UPDATE  

 

By Bev Frenier 
  

The Valentine Banquet Fund-

raiser went great!  What a wonderful 

t i me  e ve r yo ne  se eme d  to 

have.  Thank you to the Haiti Mis-

sion Team, Catherine Kessler, Salina 

Augenstein, Myrna & Jonathan 

Smith, Shirley & Dave Baumgardner 

and their  fr iends from up 

north.  Also, thank you to Montine 

Frenier and the band that entertained 

us.  Congratulations to Anthony and 

Rachael Lorentti for winning the 

"How Well Do I Know You" game. 

We had 80 people in attendance, 

and we raised $1,246.  After ex-

penses, we earned $990.  Thank you 

to everyone for your support.  We 

need to raise $13,500 total.  We have 

raised $7,555.52, so we are a little 

over halfway there. 

Our next fundraiser will be a 

BBQ on Sunday morning, March 

21st,  with BBQ beef and pork, po-

tato salad, and baked beans.  You 

may get "to go" meals after the 1st 

and 2nd services, or eat in after the 

2nd service.  

Remember to pray for the 

team.  They are:  Crystal Kessler, 

Ken & Marsha DeVore, Abby 

Menke, Jay Frenier, Paul Banta, 

Brian Talbott, and Mark & Bev 

Frenier.  

Thanks again for all your support. 

Valentine 
 

Banquet 
 

Fundraiser 
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By Lee Readle 
 

ñQuality of Lifeò is a commonly 

used phrase these days. Many times, 

we see or hear it used in regard to 

situations pertaining to the sick or 

elderly, but it can also apply to many 

other life situations, as well. Quality 

of life is a fairly easy aspect to meas-

  
Elders Corner 

 

Welcome to The Elders Corner, 
a monthly communiqué from the 
Homeport Elders to the Body of 
Christ.                                             

By Matt Fowler  
 

OK, so over the last 10 years or 

so I have become a big fan of Chris-

tian music. My radio dial is tuned in 

to 88.1 most of the time. The last 

several weeks, as we have been go-

ing through the sermon series 

ñFacing the Giants in Your Life,ò I 

keep hearing a song by the band 

Sidewalk Prophets titled, ñThe 

Words I Would Say.ò What a great 

song this is. Take a look at the cho-

rusé 

Be strong in the Lord 

Never give up hope 

Your gonna do great things 

I already know 

Godôs got His hand on you 

So donôt live life in fear 

Forgive and forget 

But donôt forget why youôre he 

Take your time and pray 

These are the words I would say 

 

Pretty encouraging stuff! Man, 

how great would it be to be the song-

writerôs friend? Thinking beyond 

that, how great would it be to be an 

encouragement like that to someone 

elseé someone that may be facing a 

giant in their life. Perhaps something 

to think about.  See you Sunday! 

Your friend, 

-Matt- 

."55½4 .64*$"- ."%/&44 

ure, although it can be vastly differ-

ent depending on the òeye of the be-

holder.ò  

One phrase we donôt often see or 

hear discussed is ñQuality of Spiri-

tual Life.ò Determining the level or 

quality of our spiritual life is a little 

more difficult. Even the definition of 

the term can be a bit fluid. We have 

all probably thought about the level 

of our spirituality and that of others, 

but just what does it mean? I believe 

the definition of spiritual life encom-

passes the whole paradigm of what 

we think, how we act and react to 

lifeôs situations, and what we be-

lieve. It is how and why we worship. 

It is how and why we serve our Lord 

and others in ministry and support. It 

is how we act when ñno one is 

watching.ò It is using our knowledge 

of what Jesus has taught us to color 

every aspect of our life. The word 

spirit is used very often in the Bible, 

and Jesus used it many many times 

in his teachings and ministry. 

I would encourage everyone to 

frequently examine the level of their 

spiritual life, and if you feel it should 

be on a higher plane, delve a little 

more into the Scriptures; get more 

involved in ministry; join a small-

group. Doing anything that makes us 

more Christ-like can only lead to a 

closer walk with Him. 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:  

       Vikki Arneault  

       Morgan Herrington 
GET WELL & SYMPATHY:  

        Lydia Duncan 
LETTERS:  

        Mary Clay 

By Millie Ciriello  

CARDS MINISTRY  

FOR 

MARCH  

DAYLIGHT SAVING 

TIME  

March 14, 2010  

SPRING FORWARD 

Donôt forget to be utilizing your 

ñMy Jerusalemò cards, as you pray 

for those you want to see come to the 

Lord.  We will be referring to these 

cards while we are working thru this 

next series of messages.  If you donôt 

have yours yet, pick one up at Guest 

Services.   

ñMY JERUSALEMò CARDS 

 

MARCH  

BIRTHDAYS  

AND  

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

  01st  -   Jim & Shelly Marcella 

  09th   -   Rachel Lorenti 

  15th   -   Tammy Kieffer  

  19th   -   Mike & Sandra Reis    

   22nd  -  Dwight Lutz 

   25th  -  James & Patricia Wilkes  

   26th  -  Chuck Augenstein 

   28th  -  Dwight & Myrtle McGee 

           -   Abby Menke 

   29th   -   Iris Jackson 

After church on March 28th, we 

will be meeting for a beginning plan-

ning meeting for this yearôs Back-

pack Giveaway.  We will begin at 1 

p.m. and lunch will be served.  We 

will be discussing the different areas 

of oversight that will be needed, 

ideas on improvement from last year, 

what to include this year, and much 

more.  Please plan on attending this 

meeting if you have any interest in 

helping to make this yearôs event a 

success for the Lord.  Thanks. 

BACKPACK 

PLANNING  

MEETING  



COOKIE BAKERS  
 

   Mar. 07th  - Arie Ingalls 

   Mar. 14th  - Paul Banta 

   Mar. 21st  - Iris Jackson 

   Mar. 28th  - Lura Readle 

   Apr. 04th  -  Pat Underwood 
 

COOKIE DELIVERERS  
 

 Week of 

  Mar. 07th  - Mirna Smith 

  Mar. 14th  - Violet Seay 

  Mar. 21st  - Vikki Arneault 

  Mar. 28th - Marilyn & Paul Arledge 

  Apr. 04th  - Mirna Smith 

COOKIE CALLERS          

MINISTRY  

By Millie Ciriello  
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By Kim Mckinney  

 

Our group recently took a mini-mission trip to South Florida.  

We were able to stay with Jesse & Hope Kegg and family.  

While there, the youth helped a member of the First Christian 

Church of Margate around her house. 

On Saturday, we went to Dunklin Memorial Camp.  There, 

we were able to clean up the playground for the families of men 

staying at the camp. 

Sunday, we enjoyed a sermon at FCCM.  Then, we headed 

home. 

It was truly a great trip!  The youth enjoyed helping out oth-

ers and wanted to do more.  We are looking forward to our trip 

next year. 

North Florida Christian Service 

Camp is sponsoring a Menôs Re-

treat March 12th-13th.  The fea-

tured speaker is Leroy Lawson.  

Leroy is a former pastor, Bible 

College professor, and author.  He 

is a great communicator and will 

bring a great set of messages.  The 

weekend will include: A Beast 

Feast, bonfire, skeet & target 

shooting, canoeing, fishing, horse-

shoes, hiking, and more.  The cost 

for the entire weekend is $50.  

Sign up at Guest Services. 

MENôS RETREAT 

Our sermon series for February 

28th through March 21st looks at 

Christôs charge to the church to be a 

witness.  The first two chapters of 

Acts are used to open our eyes to the 

challenge as well as the tools given 

to us for victory.  The elements of 

prayer, power, preaching, and prac-

tice are the ways to see disciples 

made in the kingdom.  See you there, 

as we are inspired and equipped to 

BE HIS WITNESSES!! 

NEW MESSAGE SERIES ï 

ñYOU WILL BE MY         

WITNESSESò 


