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MARKôS MINUTE 
 

By Mark Frenier  
 

LETôS MAKE IT SIMPLE 

 

There is a book that has been 

out for a couple of years entitled 

ñSimple Church.ò  Catchy title, 

huh?  The essence of the book is 

just what the title suggests, that we 

make church simple.  On page 3 it 

has a quote from Albert Einstein 

who said, ñOut of complexity, find 

simplicity.ò  It has been the pur-

pose of this ministry, since I began 

here in 2002, to do just that, to not 

become so complex and busy that 

we fail to ñbeò Christians instead of 

just playing Christian.   

Your leadership team has been 

reading and discussing ways that 

we can become simpler in our ap-

proach to making disciples.  After 

all, that is what we have been 

called to do, right?  Matt 28:19 

says, ñTherefore go and make dis-

ciples of all nations,éò(NIV).  So, 

if that is our role, and it is, should-

nôt we find the best possible way to 

do it, make disciples?  In fact, each 

of us should know what we need to 

do to become the disciple that God 

wants us to be, too.  

not make it easy to put into prac-

tice.  That will be a great challenge 

to us all.  In the end though, it will 

be something from which we will 

all benefit.  One of the good things 

is that we have already intuitively 

done much in the simple church 

mindset.  We have changes to ad-

dress, and we need to be much 

more descriptive in what we are all 

about, but we wonôt have to start 

from scratch.  It wonôt radically 

change who we are or what we are 

all about.   

I am excited about what this will 

mean to us and about the journey on 

which it will start us.  If you want 

more information on the concepts 

we will be working through, you 

can pick up your own copy of 

ñSimple Church.ò  Itôs by Rainer & 

Geiger.  Either way, we will be 

coming back to you often, sharing 

with you the journey we are all on, 

in terms that each of us can under-

stand and be able to embrace.   

 

Thanks for being the church that 

God desires and willing to be even 

more of that for Him. 

 

Keeping Things Simple,  

Mark 

If we were all asked to put down 

on paper what is involved in making 

disciples, I wonder if our answers 

would look much alike.  They 

should, shouldnôt they?  We attend 

the same church, listen to the same 

messages, give to the same causes, 

are a part of the same FISH groups, 

and want the same things.  So our 

descriptions of the path of disciple-

ship should look very similar, and 

yet I feel pretty certain that they 

would be very different.  That is be-

cause the journey of discipleship has 

not been plainly placed before each 

of us; the path to take has not been 

fully described.  So, not only would 

we have different definitions of the 

process of discipleship, we would 

not be following the same path and 

couldnôt possibly describe that path 

to another.  That is not good.   

For this reason, in the next few 

months, we will be launching out to 

redefine the process of discipleship 

here at Homeport.  We are going to 

keep it simple and direct.  It will be 

easy to understand and easy to ex-

plain to another.  Now, just being 

simple and easy to understand will 
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By Chuck Augenstein 
 

Last month, we were pleased to 

put Bruce Clayôs name before the 

body as an elder candidate.  We 

think that he will make a good one, 

and we pray that you agree.  If you 

missed seeing his biography, we en-

courage you to pick up a copy at 

Guest Services, and if you have any 

questions or concerns about his can-

didacy, please see Lee Readle or me 

before September 27th.  After that 

date, we will begin planning an ordi-

nation ceremony for him. 

God continues to bless this body 

of believers in so many ways.  He 

did so recently through the addition 

of Larry Clay (no relation to Bruce) 

and his wife, Darlene, and now 

  
Eldersô Corner 

 

Welcome to The Eldersô Corner, 
a monthly communiqué from the 
Homeport Elders to the Body of 
Christ.                                             

through Larryôs recent offer to pro-

vide Homeport folks with Christian 

pastoral counseling services, at a 

reduced individual rate and scaled 

according to their ability to pay.  He 

will do this through what we will be 

calling the Christian Care Center that 

we plan to establish here, at no ex-

pense to Homeport Christian 

Church.  His services will also be 

available to those outside our church 

who may require them. 

We are excited to present this 

ministry, because the role of pastoral 

counselor is to work with and 

through the Holy Spirit.  He is called 

the ñcounselorò (paraclete), who in 

Christôs place came to be another 

counselor of the same sort that Christ 

had been to his disciples.  Christian 

pastoral counseling is carried on in 

harmony with the regenerating and 

sanctifying work of the Spirit. 

Larry is an ordained minister and 

holds a Masterôs degree in Pastoral 

Counseling.  For professional insur-

ance purposes only, we will add him 

to our staff.  We can do that because 

heôs ordained and has that specific 

degree.  We will provide him with 

some limited office space here.  He 

will also continue to work as a cor-

porate chaplain, by the way.  His 

responsibility to us will be to support 

this new Christian Care Center, and 

his financial compensation will be 

solely on a fee-for-service basis, to 

be paid by those who come to him. 

The approach will be threefold, to 

include prevention, enrichment, and 

outreach.  Regarding prevention, his 

goal will be to manage conflict be-

fore it becomes a crisis.  Regarding 

enrichment, his goal will be to de-

velop and cultivate positive, healthy 

relationships.  Regarding outreach, 

his goal will be to meet not only the 

physical and emotional needs of the 

participants but their spiritual needs, 

as well. 

You will be hearing more about 

this undertaking in the coming 

weeks.  For now, we ask that you 

keep this new ministry in your 

prayers.  It has the potential to spiri-

tually strengthen this body and the 

community in ways that we can only 

imagine. 

PRAYER MINISTRY  

By Lydia Duncan 

PRAYER OF PROTECTION  
 

September 11, 2001 is a day in 

history that none of us will ever for-

get. As we remember those that lost 

their lives on that fateful day and the 

families that were forever changed, 

let us continue to pray for protection 

from terrorism. In the book 

ñPRAYERS That Avail Muchò by 

Germaine Copeland, a prayer was 

written: 

ñFather, in the name of Jesus, we 

praise You and offer up thanksgiving 

because the Lord is near- He is com-

ing soon. Therefore, we will not fret 

or have any anxiety about the terror-

ism that is threatening the lives of 

those who travel and those stationed 

on foreign soil or at home. But in 

this circumstance and in everything 

by prayer and petition [definite re-

quests] with thanksgiving we con-

tinue to make our wants known to 

You. 

ñFather, our petition is that terror-

ism in the heavenlies and on earth be 

stopped before it spreads to other 

countries and comes to our land, the 

United States of America. 

ñJesus, You have given us the 

authority and power to trample upon 

serpents and scorpions and (physical 

and mental strength and ability) over 

all the power that the enemy 

[possesses], and nothing shall in any 

way harm us. 

ñIn the name of Jesus, we take 

authority over a spirit of timidity - of 

cowardice, of craven and cringing 

and fawning fear (of terrorism) ï for 

[God has given us a spirit] of power 

and of love and of a calm and well-

balanced mind and discipline and 

self-control. 

ñWe shall not be afraid of the 

terror of the night, nor of the arrow 

[the evil plots and slanders of the 

wicked] that flies by day, nor of the 

pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor 

of the destruction and sudden death 

that surprise and lay waste at noon-

day. 

ñTherefore, we establish our-

selves on righteousness, rightness ï 
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WEEKLY AVERAGES  

FOR AUGUST 
 

  Sunday worship                  151 

  FISH  small groups               38 

  General Fund income     $ 3308 

  Missions income              $ 373 

We have just experienced the high-

est July attendance and the second 

highest attendances for June and Au-

gust, in our churchôs history -  

Homeport/First Christian Church!  

To God be the glory! 

The Youth Group (middle 

school) will be going to ñNight of 

Joyò at Hollywood Studios in Disney 

World on Friday, September 

11th.  Some of the performers at this 

event will be Chris Tomlin, News-

boys, SuperChick, & Francesa Bat-

tistelli.  The concerts will be held 

from 7 p.m. to 12:30 a.m., and with a 

ticket, you can actually get in at 4 

p.m.  There are extras available for 

purchase.  If you would like one, 

please contact Kim McKinney (669-

4285), or put the request on your 

connection card.  Tickets are $44.95. 

BACKPACK 

GIVEAWAY 2009  

By Mark Frenier  
 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!!! 
 

Homeport Family, you are to be 

congratulated for your support of the 

Sixth Annual Backpack Giveaway. 

There were 800 backpacks given 

away to children who were here that 

day, as well as bags of school sup-

plies. 110 school physicals were 

provided by four doctors and over a 

dozen nurses. Free snow cones, pop-

corn, lunch, food coupons from area 

restaurants and other prizes, as well 

as use of bounce houses were pro-

vided to all who came. 

We were also blessed by other 

organizations partnering with us in 

this event that day. St Johns County 

Health Department brought their 

mobile unit and administered 40 im-

munization shots that day. First City 

Dental met with 60 families to go 

over dental hygiene issues and pro-

vide free dental products. Life Ser-

vices was able to meet and talk with 

many of the families that were here 

that day. The Blood Alliance drive 

experienced the largest blood drive 

they have had at a church with a sin-

gle mobile unit, collecting 33 pints 

of blood that day. 

This year, thanks to the people at 

both Homeport and Transformation 

churches and all of our sponsors, we 

were able to share over $100,000 

worth of merchandise and services to 

our community at this event!!! It 

truly was a blessing to those who 

were there -- they and we both thank 

you for your participation. It could 

never have happened without you 

and the power of God. 

[right], in conformity with Godôs 

will and order; we shall be far from 

even the thought of oppression or 

destruction, for we shall not fear, and 

from terror, for it shall not come near 

us. 

ñHoly Spirit, thank you for writ-

ing this Word upon the tablets of our 

hearts so that we can speak it out of 

our mouths, for we will order our 

conversation aright, and You will 

show us the salvation of God. Halle-

lujah! Amen.ò 

   

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES          

 Philippians 4:5,6        Romans 8:31                                                

 Luke 10:19                 2 Timothy 1:7 

 Ephesians 6:10           Psalm 91:5,6 

 Ephesians 2:2             Isaiah 54:14 

 Ephesians 6:12           Proverbs 3:3 

 Matthew 16:19           Psalm 50:23 

 Psalm 56:9 

 

For the month of September, we 

will be observing our 24-hour prayer 

vigil on September 18th, from 11 

a.m. - 11 p.m. through September 

19th, from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. There will 

be sign-up sheets at Guest Services. 

Please keep in prayer how God may 

lead you during this time. God bless 

you all for your commitment to 

prayer! I pray you have an ñawe-

filledò month! 

PRAYER MINISTRY  
 

(Continued from page 2) 

memorable. 

Check-in time starts at 4 p.m. on 

Friday, Oct. 9th, with dinner at 6 p.m.  

The program finishes around 3 p.m., 

on Saturday, Oct. 10th. 

The retreat cost is $40, which 

includes the Friday dinner and Satur-

day breakfast and lunch. 

Be on the lookout for the 50ôs 

table, in the foyer at 

church, where you can 

register and get more 

information. 

October 9th and 10th  at the 

North Florida Christian Service Camp 

By Salina Augenstein 
 

Ladies, put the above dates on 

your calendar now.  This yearôs re-

treat will be so much fun, as we go 

back in time to the 50ôs.  Also, Betty 

Gray will inspire us with her mes-

sages and bring us back in time 

through her  dramatization as Esther.  

Many improvements have been 

made to the camp, which will make 

your stay both 

enjoyable and 


