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MARK�S MINUTE 
 

By Mark Frenier 
 
The following is an article from 

the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, by 
Tom Heinen:  

�MILWAUKEE -- In Green 
Bay, Wis., motorists were surprised 
when members of Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church approached them at a gas 
station and offered to �buy down� 
their purchase that day so that the 
gasoline would cost only 99 cents a 
gallon.  

� J a w s  d r o p p e d  i n 
C ha mb er s bur g ,  Pa . ,  when 
volunteers from the Church of 
God’s Lighthouse Ministry Center 
went into a self-service laundry and 
offered to feed church quarters into 
washing machines as patrons were 
standing with armloads of clothes.  

�And in Shawano, Wis., 
members of St. James Lutheran 
Church opened eyes by giving 
away 150 hot dogs in a grocery 
store. They also stood in front of a 
hardware store and gave each 
passer-by one free light bulb with a 
label that read, �Jesus, the light of 
the world.�  

��Churches have a hard time 
with their outreach efforts because 
people in the community are 
threatened by that,� Van Beaver 
said. �This is a very soft way of 

has attracted five to 10 new families 
since Christmas because of the 
outreach.  

��It has really broadened our 
base of involvement,� Toenjes 
added. �When [congregants] who 
might not be quite so bold about 
evangelism get their feet wet in 
activities like this, they feel 
empowered to go out a little bit 
further on that limb.�� 

 
This article explains much of 

what is in the DNA of our church.  
It also shows us that we are not 
alone in our quest to share the love 
of Christ with a lost world.  On 
August 8th, we will sponsor our 
sixth straight year of Backpack 
Giveaway.  It is, as many of our 
outreach events, an attempt to let 
our community know that God 
loves them and so do we.  The 
attempt is to allow them to 
exper ience some time with 
Chr is t ians  tha t  is  neit her 
argumentative nor expecting 
something from them.  This year we 
want to find more ways to be able 
to reach out with the love of Christ 
to our community and make that 
love more real to others.  Please be 
in prayer about this outreach event 
and for more ways to see God�s 
love shared. 

In Service with You, 
Mark 

reaching out to the community. No 
forcefulness.�  

�When people ask church 
volunteers why they are doing this, a 
recommended response is, �To show 
you God’s love in a practical way.� If 
the people want to engage in 
conversation beyond that, great, but 
volunteers aren’t supposed to preach 
to them first or invite them to a 
church event.  

�Getting something out of the 
blue from a church, with no strings 
attached and no proselytizing, can 
surprise people.  

��There’s a mind-set that nothing 
is for free,� said Monica Cerveny, 
director of Christian service for St. 
James. �People are very taken back. 
... It’s interesting that people have a 
hard time accepting genuine 
kindness.�  

�The Rev. Hal Toenjes, associate 
pastor at Pilgrim Lutheran, said 
people are more accustomed to 
reading about church scandals or to 
being approached by churches for 
donations.  

�Toenjes estimated his church 
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The Compass is also online at homeportcc.org 

On Sunday, August 2nd, at 4 p.m., 
we will gather at the church to have 
a workday prior to the Backpack 
Giveaway.  There will be indoor as 
well as outdoor projects.  Also, there 
will be a chili supper served.  Don�t 
miss this day when we care for the 
blessings God has given to us. 

WORK  DAY 

We will be offering New 
Horizons 101 on August 30th.  It will 
be offered on Sunday afternoon from 
2-6 p.m.  Plan now to attend if you 
haven�t had the chance in the past.  
Sign up on your Connection Card, or 
call the office. 

NEW HORIZONS 101 

WEEKLY AVERAGES      
FOR JULY 

 

  Sunday worship                  135 
  FISH  small groups               34 
  General Fund income     $ 3237 
  Missions income              $ 363 

 

By Matt Fowler 

 

What a joy it has been 
worshipping with you at Homeport! 
There seems to be a growing 
anticipation and excitement about 
worshipping together on Sunday 
mornings. Why is this?? Is it the 
songs we sing? Does it have to do 
with who is leading worship, or 
preaching? Where does this 
eagerness come from? 

Once a person gets a glimpse of 
God, that person is going to thirst for 
more of Him. This thirst will go 
beyond what we do together on 
Sunday morning. The Psalmist 
writes, �As the deer pants for 
streams of water, so my soul pants 
for You, O God. My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God. When can I 
go and meet with God� (Ps. 42:1-2)?  

Mark Roberts comments that 
Psalm 42 is just the private, aching 
prayer of someone who feels distant 
from God and longs to shrink that 
distance. Perhaps on Sunday 
morning we are able to experience 
the gap between God and us 
shrinking! This might explain some 
of the eagerness we are seeing on 
Sunday mornings. Now the question 
for you is, what are you doing the 
rest of the week to ��go and meet 
with God?� 

 
Your Friend, 
-Matt- 

The blood mobile will be at the Backpack Giveaway, from 9 a.m. to  
2 p.m.  Please see Jerry KcKinney to sign up and save lives. 

 COOKIE MAKERS  
SCHEDULE 

    Aug. 02nd   Pat Underwood   
    Aug.  09th   Theresa Scibelli 
    Aug. 16th    Marilyn Arledge 
    Aug. 30th     Arie Ingalls 
    Sept. 06th    Paul Banta 

Cookie Makers,  
please date your cookies on a 

masking tape or on another bag, 
which can be removed before 

delivery of the cookies . 
Thank You. 

If you are looking for an easy, 
fulfilling way to serve in one of our 
ministries, this is it!  Watch the 
smiles on our first time visitors� 
faces when you come to give them 
free, yummy cookies.  You need not 
go into their homes or even do much 
talking.  Just hand them the cookies 
at the door, let them know that you 
are from Homeport, tell them that 
we appreciate their visit to our 
church, and then leave. 

If you are interested or just have 
some questions, please contact 
Millie Ciriello at 599-7828 or email 
her at jmciriello@gmail.com. 

WE NEED YOUR 
HELP TO DELIVER 

COOKIES 



I want to thank those that were 
able to commit to July�s 24-hour 
Prayer Vigil. We look forward to our 
August one which will be 24 days of 
prayer, beginning the day of our 
Backpack Giveaway and ending on 
August 31st. There will be signup 
sheets at Guest Services. This will be 
a commitment to one hour of prayer 
on the day you choose to pray. 
Thank you for being awesome prayer 
warriors! 

�Before God sets out to do a great 
work, He first leads His people to 
pray.�                                                                                 

        -CHARLES SPURGEON 
 
I love to read prayer quotes from 

throughout history, and I wanted to 
share with you some of those that 
have really touched my heart. They 
truly remind me of the POWER OF 
PRAYER. 
 
 �To get nations back on their feet, 
we must first get down on our 
knees.�                

-BILLY GRAHAM 
�There has never been a spiritual 
awakening in any country or locality 
that did not begin in united prayer.�                                                                       

-D. A. T. PIERSON 
�Prayer does not fit us for the greater 
work; prayer is the greater work.�                                                                                       

-OSWALD CHAMBERS 
�Oh, let the place of secret prayer 
become to me the most beloved spot 
on earth.�                                                                                    

-ANDREW MURRAY 
�The word of God is the food by 
which prayer is nourished and made 
strong.�                                                                          

-E. M. BOUNDS 

�Is prayer your steering wheel or 
your spare tire?                                                                                     

-CORRIE TEN BOOM 
�I have been driven many times to 
my knees by the overwhelming 
conviction that I had nowhere else to 
go.�                                                                                         

-ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
�Prayer requires more of the heart 
than of the tongue.�         

-ADAM CLARKE 
�I have so much to do that I spend 
several hours in prayer before I am 
able to do it.�                                                                             

-JOHN WESLEY 
�When a Christian shuns fellowship 
with other Christians, the devil 
smiles. When he stops studying the 
Bible, the devil laughs. When he 
stops praying, the devil shouts for 
joy.�                                                                                       

-CORRIE TEN BOOM 
�Men may spurn our appeals, reject 
our message, oppose our arguments, 
despise our persons, but they are 
helpless against our prayers.�               

-J. SIDLOW BAXTER 
�Prayer is when you talk to God; 
meditation is when you listen to 
God.�                                                                                   

-AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
�We have to pray with our eyes on 
God, not on the difficulties.�                                                                               

-OSWALD CHAMBERS 
�When at night you cannot sleep, 
talk to the Shepherd and stop 
counting sheep.�                                                                              

-AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
�Satan trembles when he sees the 
weakest Christian on his knees.�                                                                                  

-WILLIAM COWPER 
�Seven days without prayer makes 
one weak.�                     

-ALLEN E. VARTLETT 
�You may as soon find a living man 
that does not breath, as a living 
Christian that does not pray.�                                                                               

-MATTHEW HENRY 
�He who has learned to pray has 
learned the greatest secret of a holy 
and happy life.�                                                                          

-WILLIAM LAW 
�I would rather teach one man to 
pray than ten men to preach.�                                                                                        

-CHARLES SPURGEON 
 

�The greatest gift we can give to 
others is our prayers.�      

 -AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
�On persevering prayer, � �I look at 
a stone cutter hammering away at a 
rock a hundred times without so 
much as a crack showing in it. Yet at 
the 101st blow it splits in two. I know 
it was not the one blow that did it, 
but all that had gone before.�                            

-AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
�All I know is that when I pray, 
coincidences happen: and when I 
don�t pray, they don�t happen.�                         

�DAN HAYES 
�I have lived to thank God that not 
all my prayers have been answered.�                

-JEAN INGELOW 
�Prayer is exhaling the spirit of man 
and inhaling the spirit of God.�  

�EDWIN KEITH 
�No one�s a firmer believer in the 
power of prayer than the devil, not 
that he practices it, but he suffers 
from it.�                                                           

-GUY H. KING 
�Every great movement of God can 
be traced to a kneeling figure.�   

�D. L. MOODY 
�Prayer is the first thing, the second 
thing, the third thing necessary to a 
minister. Pray, then my dear brother, 
pray, pray, pray.�                                

-EDWARD PAYSON 
�You can do more than pray after 
you have prayed, but you cannot do 
more than pray until you have 
prayed.�                                                          

-Dr. A. J. GORDON 
�Some stand on tiptoe trying to reach 
God to talk to Him�you try too 
hard; friend-drop to your knees and 
listen to Him; he�ll hear you better 
that way.�  

�EVER GARRISON 
 

�When it�s a glorious day 
I pray 
And 

it�s a glorious day 
when I pray.� 

-STAR RICHES, �EVERY DAY� 
 

I pray these will touch your heart 
as they have touched mine. Have a 
blessed month!       
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By Lydia Duncan 

Page 3 




